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1 CLAIM OR CLAIMS 

2 

3 What is claimed is: 

4 L A method of appHcation sharing between a host user and at least one audience 

5 member, consisting of: 

6 selecting at least one document to be shared by the host user; 

7 selecting the at least one audience member with whom to share the at least one 

8 document; and 

9 automatically establishing a substantially real-time shared viewing of the at least 

10 one document between the at least one audience member and the host user. 
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12 2. A method of application sharing between a host user and audience members, 

%J 

13 consistmgof: 

14 selecting documents to be shared by the host user; 
ry 15 selecting the audience members with whom to share the documents; and 

16 automatically establishing a substantially real-time shared viewing of the 

17 documents between the audience members and the host user. 
18 

19 3. The method of Claim 2, wherein the documents are selected by selecting a first 

20 single object. 
21 

22 4. The method of Claim 3, wherein the audience members are selected by selecting a 

23 second single object. 
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5. The method of Claim 2, wherein the audience members are selected by selecting a 
first single object. 

6. The method of Claim 5, wherein the documents are selected by selecting a second 
single object. 

7. A method of application sharing between a host user and a participant, 
comprising: 

providing a first computer system having a first operating system, a first 
conferencing program and an interface program; 

providing a document and an application program associated with the document 
on the first computer system; 

providing a second computer system having a second operafing system and a 
second conferencing program; 

providing a communicafion link operatively coupling the first computer system to 
the second computer system; 

selecting by the host user the document; 

selecting by the host user the participant; and 

automatically establishing a substantially real-time shared viewing of the 
document on the first computer system and the second computer system using the 
interface program. 
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8. A method for application sharing between a host user and a participant, 
comprising: 

providing a computer system, the computer system having an operating system, 
an application program and a conferencing program; 

providing a file associated with the application program on the computer system; 
initiating an interface program; 

providing a graphic user interface on the computer system associated with the 
interface program; 

initializing an application list for the graphic user interface; 

determining if the file associated with the application program has been selected; 

and 

providing a share view menu in response to a selection of the file. 

9. The method of Claim 8, further comprising: 

providing a second computer system, the second computer system having another 
operating system compatible with the operating system and having another conferencing 
program compatible with the conferencing program; 

providing a status indicator for the graphic user interface; 

operatively coupling the first computer system and the second computer system 
for communication therebetween; and 

contextually updating the status indicator responsive to connection status between 
the first computer system and the second computer system. 
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1 10. The method of Claim 8, further comprising providing a participant list associated 

2 with the share view menu in response to the selection of the file. 

3 

4 11. The method of Claim 8, further comprising: 

5 providing a second computer system, the second computer system having another 

6 operating system compatible with the operating system and having another conferencing 

7 program compatible with the conferencing program; 

8 providing a status indicator for the graphic user interface; 

9 operatively coupling the first computer system and the second computer system 
D 10 for communication therebetween; and 

" ■ " 11 contextually updating the status indicator responsive to connection status between 
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12 the first computer system and the second computer system. 

Q 14 12. The method of Claim 8, wherein the application list is configurable to provide 

15 window titles. 
16 

17 13. The method of Claim 8, wherein the application list is configurable to provide 

18 document titles. 
19 



27 



Attorney Docket No.: 98-820 

1 14. A method for providing a window list, comprising: 

2 providing a computer system, the computer system having a windowing operating 

3 system; 

4 locating a window; 

5 obtaining information associated with the window; and 

6 using at least one heuristic and the information to determine if the window should 

7 be added to the window list. 
8 

9 15. The method of Claim 14, further comprising: 

10 adding the window to the window list; and 



y 1 1 locating another window. 
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13 16. The method of Claim 14, further comprising: 

14 determining whether the window is already on the window list; 

15 if the window is not already on the window list, adding the window to the window 

16 list; 

17 if the window is already on the window list, using the information to update the 

18 window on the window list; and 

19 determining whether another window is available. 
20 
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17. A method for providing a window list, comprising: 

providing a computer system, the computer system having a windowing operating 

system; 

locating a window; 

obtaining information associated with the window; and 

using heuristics and the information for: 

determining if the window should be added to the window list; and 
if the window should be added to the window list, determining how at 

least a portion of the information should appear on the window list. 

18. A method for application sharing, comprising: 

providing a first programmed computer system having a first screen display; 
providing a file on the computer system, the file associated with an application 
program; 

providing a first object associated with the file on the first screen display; 
selecting the file for shared viewing; 

providing a popup menu for the shared viewing, the popup menu configurable to 
have a list of selectable participants associated therewith; 
selecting a participant for the shared viewing; 
loading the file into the application; 

determining if a second progranmied computer associated with the participant 
selected is in electrical communication with the first programmed computer, the second 
programmed computer having a second screen display; 
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if the second programmed computer is not in electrical communication with the 
first programmed computer, placing a call from the first programmed computer to the 
second programmed computer using at least in part an Internet Protocol address, and 
establishing connectivity between the first programmed computer and the second 
programmed computer for electrical communication therebetween; and 

substantially real-time shared viewing of a working image associated with the file 
on the first screen display and the second screen display. 

19. The method of Claim 18, wherein the participant is selected from the list of 
selectable participants. 

20. A method of application sharing from a host computer, comprising: 
providing a list of shareable window titles; 

selecting a window title from the list of shareable window tides; 
determining if the window title selected is currently being shared; 
if the window title selected is not currently being shared, 

providing a popup menu for sharing a file associated with the window 

title; 

selecting with the host computer a participant computer with whom to 
share the file; 

establishing connectivity for sharing the file between the host computer 
and the participant computer selected; and 
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substantially real-time shared viewing of the file on the host computer and 
2 the participant computer selected. 

21 . The method of Claim 20, further comprising providing substantially real-time 
shared editing of the file, the shared editing shareable betv^een the host computer and the 

6 participant computer selected. 

22. The method of Claim 21, further comprising: 
providing a status indicator; and 

changing the status indicator to indicate a shared viewing state or a shared editing 



23. The method of Claim 20, wherein the window tide selected is currently being 
shared, further comprising: 

selecting at least one other participant computer with whom to share the file; 
establishing connectivity for sharing the file with the other participant computer 
17 selected; and 

substantially real-time shared viewing of the file on the host computer, the 
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maintaining an active participant count; and 
maintaining an active participant list. 

26. A method for storing an application-sharing meeting configuration, comprising: 
providing a programmed computer system; 

selecting a name to save state of the application-sharing meeting configuration; 
saving an address for each participant; 
saving descriptors for each shared application; and 
adding the name to the application-sharing meeting configuration. 

27. The method of Claim 26, further comprising restoring the application-sharing 
meeting configuration, the restoring comprising: 

selecting the name; 

reading the address stored for each participant; 

attempting to establish electrical communication with each participant computer; 
reading the shared window descriptors stored for each shared application; 
searching for matching active applications associated with the shared window 
20 descriptors; and 

attempting to open unmatched applications associated with the shared window 
22 descriptors. 
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28. A method for storing an application-sharing meeting configuration, comprising: 
providing a programmed computer system; 

selecting a save meeting command; 

selecting a name to save a state of the application-sharing meeting configuration; 

saving an address for each participant of the application-sharing meeting 
configuration to the programmed computer system; 

saving descriptors for each shared application of the application-sharing meeting 
configuration to the programmed computer system; and 

saving the name to the application-sharing meeting configuration. 

29. The method of Claim 28, further comprising restoring the application-sharing 
meeting configuration comprising: 

selecting a restore meeting command; 
selecting the name; 

reading the address stored for each participant; 

attempting to establish electrical communication v^ith each participant 
programmed computer system; 

reading the shared window descriptors stored for each shared application; 

searching for matching active applications associated with the shared window 
descriptors; and 

attempting to open unmatched applications associated with the shared window 
descriptors. 
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1 30. A method of adjusting a participant list, comprising: 

providing a target name and associated network address; 
setting a use item equal to a menu item; 
determining if the use item is currently in use; 
if the use item is not in use, 

setting a label of the use item to the target name; 
setting an address of the use item to the associated network address; and 
enabling use of the use item. 



if the use item is in use, determining if the associated network address is equal to 
ress of the menu item; 

if the associated network address equals the address of the menu item, 
the setting of the label of the menu item to the target name; and 
the enabling of use of the menu item. 



if the associated network address does not equal the address of the menu item, 
ining if the menu item is in use; 
if the menu item is not in use, 

setting the use item equal to the menu item; 

the setting of the label of the use item to the target name; 
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1 the setting of the address of the use item to the associated network 

2 address; 

3 the enabling of use of the use item; and 

4 if the menu item is in use, getting a next menu item. 
5 

6 33. The method of Claim 32, wherein the associated network address is an Internet 

7 Protocol address. 
8 

9 34. The method of Claim 33, further comprising: 
□ 10 checking for a last menu item if the menu item is in use; 

W 1 1 if the menu item is the last menu item, setting the use item equal to an added 



3^ 12 menu item; 

3 s 
s . 

^13 the setting of the label of the use item to the target name; 

p 14 the setting of the address of the use item to the Internet protocol address; and 

^ i' 

|=y 15 the enabling of use of the use item. 

SI 

17 35. A method of adjusting a participant list, comprising: 

18 providing a first Internet Protocol ("IP") address; 

19 getting a menu item having a second IP address; 

20 determining if the second IP address of the menu item is equal to the first IP 

21 address; 

22 if the first IP address and the second IP address are equal, disabling the menu 

23 item; 
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if the first IP address and the second IP address are not equal, checking for a last 
menu item; and 

if the menu item is not the last menu item, getting a next menu item. 

36. A system for application sharing, comprising: 

a call manager, the call manager having an interface program; 
a plurality of communication devices for electrical communication with the call 
manager; 

the call manager configured to manage calls to and from the plurality of 
communication devices for establishing connectivity for the application sharing; and 

the interface program in cooperation with the call manager configured to maintain 
status information regarding the connectivity, the status information including current 
number of active participants. 

37. The system of Claim 36, wherein the interface program automatically establishes 
at least a substantially real-time shared viewing of at least one document between at least 
one audience member and a host user, wherein the host user only selects the at least one 
document to be shared and the at least one audience member with whom to share the at 



21 38. The system of Claim 37, wherein the status information includes a name for each 

22 active participant. 
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1 39. A system for application sharing, comprising: 
a call manager; 

a plurality of computer systems which may be put in electrical communication 
with the call manager, at least one of the plurality of computer systems having an 
interface program; 

the interface program configured to initiate calls to the plurality of computer 
systems; 

the call manager configured to manage the calls to the plurality of computer 
systems for the application sharing; and 

the interface program in cooperation with the call manager configured to maintain 



40. The system of Claim 39, wherein the interface program automatically establishes 
at least a substantially real-time shared viewing of at least one document between at least 
one audience member and a host user, wherein the host user only selects the at least one 
document to be shared and the at least one audience member with whom to share the at 



20 41. The system of Claim 40, wherein the status information includes a name for each 
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42. A computer system for application sharing, comprising: 
a central processing unit; 

memory operatively coupled to the central processing unit, the memory 
comprising: 

an operating system for operation of the computer system; 
a conferencing program; 
an application program; 

an interface program, the interface program comprising: 

a graphic user interface, the graphic user interface in cooperation 
with the operating system configured for user selection of at least one 
window and at least one recipient; 

the interface program in cooperation with the conferencing program 
configured to establish application shared viewing in response to selection of the 
at least one window and the at least one recipient; 
a display device having a screen display; 

at least one input device for manipulating image objects on the screen display; 

and 

at least one input/output device for operatively coupling the computer system with 
at least one other computer system. 

43. A computer system for application sharing, comprising: 
a central processing unit; 
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memory operatively coupled to the central processing unit, the memory 
comprising: 

an operating system for operation of the computer system; 
a conferencing program; 
an application program; 

an interface program, the interface program comprising: 

a graphic user interface, the graphic user interface in cooperation 
with the operating system configured for user selection of at least one 
object and at least one recipient; 

the interface program in cooperation with the conferencing program 
configured to establish application shared viewing in response to selection of the 
at least one object and the at least one recipient; 
a display device having a screen display; 

at least one input device for manipulating image objects on the screen display; 

and 

at least one input/output device for operatively coupling the computer system with 
17 at least one other computer system. 
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